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Eruption in the Philippines 
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With Legazpi City in the foreground, Mount Mayon erupts anew at dusk Thursday in Albay province, about 200 miles 
southeast of Manila. Philippine officials said lava flows from the volcano had advanced nearly a mile, with superheated 
gas and volcanic debris reaching three miles from the crater in one area. @§ More photos at wapo.st/mayonvolcano. 


Trump moved to 
fire Mueller, but 
counsel balked 


MCGAHN REFUSED, 
SAID HE WOULD QUIT 


2017 event could become 
part of Russia probe 


BY ROSALIND S. HELDERMAN 
AND JOSH DAWSEY 


President Trump sought the fir- 
ing of Robert S. Mueller III last 
June, shortly after the special 
counsel took over the investiga- 
tion into Russian interference in 
the 2016 election, and he backed 
off only after White House Coun- 
sel Donald F. McGahn threatened 
to resign over the move. 

The extraordinary showdown 
was confirmed by two people fa- 
miliar with the episode, which was 
first reported by the New York 
Times. 

McGahn did not deliver his res- 
ignation threat directly to Trump 
but was serious about his threat to 
leave, according to a person famil- 
iar with the episode. 

The president’s effort came in 
the weeks after Mueller’s appoint- 
ment last May to lead the probe 


into whether Trump’s campaign 
coordinated with Russian at- 
tempts to tilt the election. Mueller 
was tapped for the role by Deputy 
Attorney General Rod J. Rosen- 
stein after Trump fired FBI Direc- 
tor James B. Comey. 

The special counsel probe has 
quickly expanded to include an 
exploration of whether Trump has 
attempted to obstruct the ongoing 
investigation — a line of inquiry 
that could now include the presi- 
dent’s threatens to fire Mueller 
himself. 

Peter Carr, a spokesman for the 
special counsel’s office, declined to 
comment. McGahn did not re- 
spond to requests for comment. 

A White House spokesman re- 
ferred questions to Ty Cobb, the 
attorney coordinating the admin- 
istration’s response to the Russia 
investigations, who did not im- 
mediately respond to requests for 
comment. John Dowd, an attorney 
for the president, declined to com- 

MUELLER CONTINUED ON All 


A tense bond: Despite clashes, 
Kelly has Trump’s respect. A6 


Emoluments case: Judge appears 
receptive to suit against Trump. A4 


In Czech vote, 
a push against 
the pro-Putin 

incumbent 


BY GRIFF WITTE 


PRAGUE — Over more than a 
millennium, the awe-inspiring 
Prague Castle has been home to 
Bohemian kings, Holy Roman 
emperors, Nazi commanders, 
communist apparatchiks and 
one playwright-turned-dissident 
who helped topple a superpower. 

Now the castle’s imposing 
stone walls and soaring Gothic 
spires are home to yet another 
era-defining figure — a president 
who for the past five years has 
turned it into a citadel of Euro- 
pean populism. 

As Czech president, Milos Ze- 
man has used his lofty official 
residence to hurl down verbal 
thunderbolts expressing, in char- 
acteristically profane terms, his 
disdain for Muslims, journalists 
and the European Union. He has 
meanwhile shown fawning admi- 
ration for Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and others who 
can bend democratic systems to 
their iron nationalist will. 

But the 73-year-old Zeman’s 
lease on castle life may be run- 
ning out. Fired by what they say 
is the spirit of the 1989 uprising 
that ended decades of Soviet 
occupation, Zeman’s pro-West- 
ern opponents have mounted an 
aggressive campaign to oust him 
in an election this week. 

The contest is being watched 
as a barometer of whether the 
populist, nationalist and pro- 
Russian tide that suffered set- 
backs in Western Europe last 
year can be reversed in the conti- 
nent’s center and east. With polls 
showing the race effectively tied 

CZECH CONTINUED ON A14 


At last, an embrace by global elites 


Trump’s economic 
policies win over critics 


BY HEATHER LONG 
AND TORY NEWMYER 


DAVOS, SWITZERLAND — Don- 
ald Trump may have finally 
gained entry into the exclusive 
global club of the corporate elites 
he has long scorned — and which 
has scorned him. All it took was a 
$1.5 trillion tax cut and a much 
more hands-off approach toward 
regulating companies for busi- 
ness leaders to embrace him. 

It is a big change in attitude 
from a year ago, when many in 
the business elite viewed Presi- 
dent Trump’s inauguration and 
nationalistic brand of politics 
with high anxiety. Business lead- 


Robots: Don’t blame job losses on 
automation, Wilbur Ross says. A18 
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President Trump arrives at the Congress Center during the annual 
meeting of the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. 


ers and their companies 
slammed the new administra- 
tion’s ban on travel from six 
majority-Muslim countries — 
filling their social media ac- 


counts with criticism — and 
seven months later disbanded 
advisory councils to the presi- 
dent to protest his racially 

DAVOS CONTINUED ON A16 


‘Trump proposes path to 
citizenship for ‘dreamers’ 


1.8 million would be 
eligible; plan also includes 
immigration cuts and wall 


BY DAVID NAKAMURA 
AND SEAN SULLIVAN 


President Trump is proposing 
a path to citizenship for an 
estimated 1.8 million young un- 
documented immigrants in ex- 
change for hard-line steps to 
increase border security and 
curb legal immigration, a trade- 
off swiftly opposed by key Demo- 
crats. 

Trump’s support for “dream- 
ers” who have been in the coun- 
try illegally since they were 
children represents a significant 
concession to Democrats and 


was intended as a compromise 
to help break the impasse over 
immigration in Congress, White 
House aides said Thursday. 

The plan offers a citizenship 
path to more than twice as many 
dreamers as were enrolled in a 
deferred action program Trump 
terminated in September, a 
move that is likely to engender 
fierce blowback among some 
conservatives, especially in the 
House. 

But in a sign of how fraught 
the prospects for an immigra- 
tion deal remain, the proposal 
was met with disdain from 
House Minority Leader Nancy 

DACA CONTINUED ON A8 


Trump’s threat: Palestinians may 
lose aid without peace talks. A14 


Citizenship question: One query 
on census could shift power. A4 


No van Gogh. Instead, a pot of gold. 


Museum curator answers White House request with other loan idea 


BY PAUL SCHWARTZMAN 


The emailed response from 
the Guggenheim’s chief curator 
to the White House was polite 
but firm: The museum could not 
accommodate a request to bor- 
row a painting by Vincent van 
Gogh for President and Melania 
Trump’s private living quarters. 

Instead, wrote the curator, 
Nancy Spector, another piece 
was available, one that was 
nothing like “Landscape With 
Snow,” the 1888 van Gogh ren- 
dering of a man in a black hat 


walking along a path in Arles, 
France, with his dog. 

The curator’s alternative: an 
18-karat, fully functioning, solid 
gold toilet — an interactive 
work titled “America” that crit- 
ics have described as pointed 
satire aimed at the excess of 
wealth in this country. 

For a year, the Guggenheim 
had exhibited “America” — the 
creation of contemporary artist 
Maurizio Cattelan — in a public 
restroom on the museum’s fifth 
floor for visitors to use. 

But the exhibit was over and 


the toilet was available “should 
the President and First Lady 
have any interest in installing it 
in the White House,” Spector 
wrote in an email obtained by 
The Washington Post. 
The artist “would like to offer 
it to the White House for a 
long-term loan,” wrote Spector, 
who has been critical of Trump. 
“Tt is, of course, extremely valu- 
able and somewhat fragile, but 
we would provide all the in- 
structions for its installation 
and care.” 
TOILET CONTINUED ON A8 


SOLOMON R. GUGGENHEIM FOUNDATION 
A curator offered the White House an alternative piece of 
artwork — Maurizio Cattelan’s “America,” here on exhibit at 
the Guggenheim — instead of the requested van Gogh work. 
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THE NATION A lawsuit seeks to over- 
Missing text messages | turn the White House’s 
between two FBI offi- rollback of guidelines 
cials involved in probes for responding to sexual 
of both Hillary Clinton violence on college cam- 
and Donald Trump have | puses. A10 

been recovered, the Jus- Families who fled 


tice Department inspec- 
tor general said. A6 


Puerto Rico after Hurri- 
cane Maria are facing 


The homeless count People living in shelters 
and on the street were tallied in a survey 
to estimate the homeless population. B1 


Possible payout Michigan State’s president 
resigned over the Larry Nassar abuse scandal, 
but she could still collect a full paycheck. A2 


Five House Demo- uncertainty as federal 
crats are boycotting housing aid expires. A10 
President Trump’s State 

THE wasHiNcTon post | Ofthe Union speech, but THE WORLD Ea 
Bill Nye the Science Guy The Trump administra- 
and Miss America will tion finds “red line 
be there. A8 threats are easier to pro- 
EPA chief Scott Pruitt Claim than they are to 
promises to speed clean- enforce. AIS 
ups at the nation’s most The Bulletin of the 
toxic sites, butting heads Atomic Scientists ad- 
with companies along vanced the symbolic 

Doomsday Clock 30 sec- 


the way. A10 


onds, putting it at two 
minutes to midnight, 
which represents the 
end ofhumanity. A11 
In India, outraged 
women protesting a 
Bollywood film’s por- 
trayal of a legendary 
queen have threatened 
to go as far as setting 
themselves on fire. A12 
Despite President 
Trump’s punitive cut in 
military aid, Pakistan 
and the U.S. remain 
intertwined. A13 


THE ECONOMY 

A California motorcy- 
clist has filed a lawsuit 
against GM, accusing a 
robot-driven vehicle of 
“negligent driving.” A15 
Panera said the federal 
definition of “egg” 


should be tightened to z 

combat fast food fakery INSIDE 

and unfair competition. 
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SCIENCE Screen gems 
Researchers said two From art house to Imax, a 
monkeys in China were movie buff’s guide to the 
the first primates to be area’s best cinemas. 


cloned using tissue cells. 
A3 


THE REGION 

Metro officials said the 
Jan. 15 Red Line derail- 
ment near Farragut 


BUSINESS 

The (film) doc is in 
“Hoop Dreams” director 
Steve James innovates in 
a genre he reshaped. A17 
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